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FEBRUARY 2024

HigHligHts         
 
Feb 2  3pm Seminar: Carnevale in  
  Venice with Toni McKeen
Feb 8  3pm Book Discussion:  
  Klara and the Sun
Feb 9  2pm Founders Friday:  
  Around the World Tasting 
  SponSored by ridgefield Station  
  Senior living reSidenceS

Feb 23  1pm Seminar: Alice Paul,  
  Ridgefield’s Great Suffragist  
  with Darla Shaw,  
  Deb Ahle and Maria Pia
Feb 23  12pm Eat Together Lunch

A Message from Grace:  

We look forward to celebrating Valentine’s 
Day this month, and I wanted to thank 
each of you for the role you play in making 
Founders Hall such a special place. 

We LOVE our members and donors, and 
love the connections YOU make possible! 

For example, Charlie recently told us, “I 
love Founders Hall! It saved my life. I 
didn’t know anybody, I didn’t go anywhere.
Now I know lots of people here!” 

We look forward to spreading the love, 
and seeing you soon.

SEMINARS

Founders Hall is a Donor-Supported Education and Recreation Center for Individuals Age 60 and Older

193 Danbury Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877 • 203.431.7000 • www.founders-hall.org • facebook: Founders Hall Ridgefield
Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Seminar: Alice Paul,  
Ridgefield’s Great Suffragist
Friday, February 23rd at 1:00pm

Darla Shaw, Deb Ahle and Maria Pia will 
tell us about the incredible life of Alice 
Paul, a national leader of the effort to 

gain women’s suffrage and founder of the 
National Women’s Party. A Ridgefield 
resident for part of her life, Alice Paul 
dedicated her life’s work to one issue: 

equality for women.

Seminar with Toni McKeen:
Carnevale in Venice 

Friday, February 2nd at 3:00pm

 

Come learn about the historic Venetian 
Carnevale featuring beautiful costumes, 
elaborate masks and fun festivities. Party 

attire and masks encouraged!

A sampling of cicchetti, traditional 
Venetian bar snacks, will be served 

at 2:30pm.



GRATITUDE

Thank you to our donors    
From December 18th ~ January 15th

Dale and Richard Ahearn
Veronica Alfredo
Margaret Anderson
Anonymous Donors
Phyllis and Cliff Appel
The Ash Family
Josh and Jessica Auerbach
Rita Aunce
Eleanor and Bill Bagley
Gina Barrecchia
Maureen and Geoffrey Bartlett
Arthur and Ellen Becker
John and Lori Berisford°
William Bishop
Liam Bishop
Chris Bishop
Diane Blair
Maddie Blake
Michael and Barbara    
 Boeckmann^
Meg Bonacci
Books on the Common
Geoff and Randy Boytos
Suzanne Brennan
Linda Simon and Bill Breslow
Claire and Phillip Bronson
Fred M. Burke and Lisbeth Kelly
Fran Caldwell°
Linda and Bob Camera
Stephanie Campbell^
Carol and Richard Camuso
Virginia Canfield
Barbara Capo^
Paris Caporale and Christina   
 Courtright
Kiri Cardegna^
Jenny and Kirk Carr
Andrea Caulfield
Chris and Laurie Christiansen
The Chuma Family
Sara Circelli
Kathy and Doug Coombs
Valerie M. Cosgrove
Joanne and Thomas Creighton
Jane and Mark Cupkovic

Carol Dalessio
Chester G. Dalzell
Bill and Marge Davidson
Barbara and Andy Deem
Anton and Ann Deiters
A. Delia
Corrinne DiVestea
Ms. Barbara Dobbin
Carol and Emmett Dockery
Anita and Nick Donofrio
Sharon and Bill Dornfeld
Barbara DosSantos
Tracy and Brett Dubin
Mary Ellen Egan
George and Mary Ann Eggleston
Nelson Ehinger
Barbara and Jon Elkow
Fairfield County Bank
Vincent Falotico^
Clotilde Farrell
The Fitzpatrick Family
Betty Flavin
George and Jayne Flynn
Mary Flynn-Maguire
Lucille Freilich
Michele Fugazy
The Furey Family
Beverly and Allan Gabel
Jane Gengo
Karen and Ira Gerard
DeeDee and Michael Giersch
Mark Gilliam
Anne Giroux
Kerri Glass
Katharine Gluck°
Richard and Evelyn Godbout°^
Liz and Steven Goldstone°
R. Michael Grace
Barclay and Sally Griffiths
Stephen and Hope Hall
Beth and Chuck Hancock
Lizzy Hanson
Barbara and Steve Hartman
Alice M. Hayes
Fran Head°

Per and Patricia Hellman
R. Hilford
Carol and Frank Hillenbrand
Hiro and Anita Hiranandani
Hlavac Family
Mrs. Ruth I. Holzthum^
The HomeVision Group
Jim and Jean Horend^
Mary Horvath
Dan and Roseanne Hudson
Samantha and Gregg Intesta
Margot and Paul Ingrassia^
Elizabeth Ito
Matthew Iwinski
Mary Ann Iwinski
The Jacullo Family
Pamela and William Jaeger
Elizabeth Jaramillo
Jane and Andy Jawlik
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Jaykus
Craig Johnson^
Patricia Ann Jones
Mary Kaletta
Michael and Barbara Kaplan^
Diana Karish
Terry Keller^
Jill Kelley
Claudia Kelly°
Ann Marie and Ted Kettler
Nick and Eleanor Kilsby°
Sylvia Kraus
Jennifer and Ron Kubick
Jessica Kurys
Robin Lageman
Michael and Eva Lynn Langan
Diane and Dick Larson
Arthur and Alice Leaderman
Robert Lee
Lynn Leritz
Tom Lesko°^
Arthur and Linda Levine
Jean Linville and Roseann Mascali
The Loehr Family



GRATITUDE

Whitney Lok-DeFino
Carole Long^
Rita and Henry Lopes
Susan and Dieter Luelsdorf
Melanie Lumelleau
Betty Lynch
Frank and Sharon Madden^
Julia Mahoney
Joan Malin
Tom and Megan Maloney
Vincent and Marilyn Maneri^
Sal Mannuccia and Janet Gebbia   
 Mannuccia°^
Jeanette Mannuzza^
Julie Manolakakis
Steven March
Anne T. Martin°^
Emily Mathews
B. William Mayer
David and Taylor Mazza
Carolyn McAdams
Lynn McCrystal
Andrew McLellan
Loraine McLellan
Marilyn Mezzo^
Dean and Theresa Miller°
Christine More
Michele Morehouse
Susan and John Morrison
Mary R. Morrisroe^
Chris and Marion Mueller
Jessica Mulligan
Helen Mannis and Fritz    
 Mundorff^
Mary and Raymond Murphy
Philip and Nancy Murray
Elizabeth Murray Ellis
Catherine Myers
Cindy and Garry Nesbitt°
Joe Niola
Deborah Norley
Linda and Glenn Ostrander
Marianne Pei^
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas S. Perna

Pam and Tony Perrelli
Sheila and Charles Perrin
The Petruzzelli Family
Jenny Phair
Tina Phillips°^
Liz Piekarz
Fred Pilbrow
Bernice and Joseph Pontelandolfo
Charles Prescott and Shen-Zhuang  
 Chien
Mary Laura Pritchard°
John and Barbara Queirolo
Theresa Quinto
Barbara Reddington
Anonymous°^
Carmella Rella
The Resnicks
Rice Family
David and Susan Rich
Patricia Riina
Susan Gessner and Charles   
 Robbins
Kent and Margaret Rohrer^
Meg Rooney
David Sachs and Linda    
 Shackelford^
Sally and Jack Sanders
Richard Sanderson
Inge Sands
Robert and Mary Savoca
Jane and John Scarbrough
Barry Schaffer
Eric Setterstrom
Ron and Cecilia Shirk
Steve and Myrna Shomstein
Sibley Family
Elina and Donald Smith
Ed and Grace Smith
Beatrice and John Soi
Michael and Karen Soltis
John and Lynda Somma
The Staples Family^
Ethel Stark
Marilyn Steneken

Stephen and Carole Schwartz   
 Foundation
Kimberly Stock
Don and Tina Sturges
Polly and Ray Tafrate^
James and Ellen Tarsi
Patricia Tempesta
Mike Tempesta
Joel H. Third^
Dianne Thulin
Mary and Ed Tinnelly
Mary Tobin
Colleen Todd
Tammy Conley and Roselinde   
 Torres
Howard and Wendy Tuthill
Anne Uecker
David and Celeste Ulmer
Diane Usas^
Angela Vill
Chris and Tom Villata
Debra and John Wagner
Carl and Donna Warren
James Watson
The Weaton Family
Mark and Grace Weber°^
Caitlin Weir
West Lane Inn
Joan and Michael Wexelbaum
Donald and Elizabeth White
Lynne White
Jill and Jerry Wishner
Deirdre Yeater
Victoria and David Yolen
Steven Zahra
Jeanne Zornoza

  

   

^ Monthly Donor
 ° Founders Circle



GRATITUDE

We LOVE our DONORS 

Thank you for your GIFTS!
Through their generous gifts, our supporters ensure that over 3,300 Founders Hall 

members have opportunities to connect with each other, with interesting subjects, with 
stimulating hobbies, with important places and with current technology. Here are two 

ways you can join this community of caring people today. 

Monthly Giving
Monthly Giving is an easy and affordable way for you to make your support go further. 
You have the ability to increase or change your pledge whenever you wish.  You’ll also 

receive an annual statement to assist in tax preparation and  
will only be sent limited mailings.   

Founders Circle
Joining Founders Circle is a powerful way to support our community in perpetuity 
while meeting personal, financial and philanthropic goals. If you are committed to  

Founders Hall as a place where every member has the opportunity to thrive – today, 
tomorrow and forever – we warmly invite you to join the extraordinary group of 

forward thinking, generous people who are Founders Circle. 
“Living at Fox Hill Condos, I was excited to learn a senior center was opening across 

the street, and being donated by two generous families, the Couris and the Goldstones. 
Visiting Founders Hall, I was thrilled to meet the smiling staff, view the gorgeous 

furnishings, and discover well-supplied classrooms! Over the years, I have met many 
friends; attended art and music history classes; studied drawing and watercolor; and 

kept in shape with exercise, yoga, and tap dance.
Donating annually from my RMD and designating Founders to receive a bequest from 

my will is a way of continuing this blessing to other seniors.” - Margo M. 

Ready to Help?
Please contact Stephanie Campbell, Director of Development, at 203-431-7000 for 

more information on the many ways to give to Founders Hall.



HAPPENINGS

Founders Friday:
Around the World Tasting

Friday, February 9th 2:00-3:30pm  

No need to update your passport! Please 
join us to taste sweet and savory dishes from 
around the world inspired by our members’ 

eclectic heritage.
Sponsored by:

BOOK DISCUSSION: 
Klara and the Sun

by Kazuo Ishiguro

Thursday, February 8th 3:00-4:30pm

We love book club!  
Join us for this discussion facilitated by 
staff members of the Ridgefield Library.

New Members
(as of January 15th)

Randall Baldwin
Gordon Casagrande
Andrea Caulfield
Patti Cone
Vivian Epstein
Michael Gorham
Joe Lane

Barbara Lane
Kathy Mark
Harvey Mark
Mark McKee
Fiona McKee
Rob Roche
Nancy Santangelo

Harold Saxton
Suk Yean Saxton
MaryAnn Simonelli
Bette Spielman
Robert Spielman
Paul Tanner

Friday, February 23rd at 12pm 

Bring your own lunch from home and 
enjoy it with your fellow members. 

Sweets provided!

Save The Date!
We’ll be starting a 

Monthly Poker Meetup 
on Wednesday afternoons.

 

Join us for the first one on
Wednesday, March 6th. 

Stay tuned for details in our March 
Founders Forum!



February at the Movies
Selections may change based on availability.

Tea with Mussolini       2:00pm
An orphaned Italian boy is raised amongst a circle of British and American 
women living in Mussolini’s Italy before and during World War II.  
1999 Maggie Smith, Judi Dench, Cher, Lily Tomlin 
PG                                        1hr 57mins

Blue Miracle       2:30pm
To save their cash-strapped orphanage, a guardian and his kids partner with a 
washed-up boat captain for a chance to win a lucrative fishing competition. 
2021 Dennis Quaid, Jimmy Gonzales, Miguel Angel Garcia 
NR                                       1hr 35mins 

16
fri

23
fri

This month’s Founders Friday on January 12th took us Someplace 
Sunny without even leaving town! Many thanks to our generous 

sponsor at The Greens at Cannondale & Wilton Meadows  
and to Karl Schulz, our terrific piano player who is also the grandson of 

one of our members. What a fun afternoon!


