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DECEMBER 2023

Highlights         
Dec 1		  Nutcracker Showcase 
		  Sponsored by Ridgefield Station

Dec 5		  New Member Welcome Coffee 
		  Sponsored by The Greens at Cannondale and 	
		  Wilton Meadows

Dec 5		  Winter Semester Registrations Due
Dec 6		  “Hercule Poirot’s Christmas” Film 	
		  Presentation with Bob Klaeger
Dec 8		  Mrs. Washington’s Christmas 	
		  Reflections with Antoinette 	
		  Brennan
Dec 8-17	 Founders Hall-iday Light Fight
Dec 13		  Building will close at 2pm
Dec 13		  Holiday Party  
		  Sponsored by Bethel Health Care and 	
		  Cascades Senior Living, Cohen and Wolf PCs

Dec 14		  Dean Martin Event 
Dec 15		  Christian and Jewish Holiday 	
		  Traditions with Toni McKeen
Dec 21		  Michael Lankester Winter Solstice
Dec 22		  Eat Together Lunch
Dec 25-26 Building closed for Christmas
Dec 27-29 Building open 8:30am-12:30pm
Jan 1		  Building closed

A Message from Grace:	  

The holidays are here, and it’s a busy time 
at Founders Hall. We love celebrating the 
season with our wonderful members, staff and 
volunteers!

Winter course books have gone out in the 
mail. You may visit our website to download 
the course book and registration form. 
Registration is due by December 5th at 
4:30pm. The winter semester begins on 
January 2nd.

Reminder: Medicare Open Enrollment ends 
December 7th.

We wish you a lovely holiday season with the 
ones you love, and look forward to seeing you 
soon!

We hope you keep in mind that a Founders 
Hall gift certificate makes a lovely holiday gift. 
You can place an order right on our website at 
founders-hall.org.

SEMINARS

Founders Hall is a Donor-Supported Education and Recreation Center for Individuals Age 60 and Older

193 Danbury Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877 • 203.431.7000 • www.founders-hall.org • facebook: Founders Hall Ridgefield
Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

HOLIDAY PARTY
Wednesday, December 13th  3pm and 6pm
Featuring performances by the Nightingales and the 

Ridgefield Theater Barn’s Glee Club! 

Sponsored by:

NEW MEMBER COFFEE 
Tuesday, December 5th 10:30-11:30am 

If you’ve joined us recently, we’d love for you to 
come in to enjoy a cup of coffee, meet the staff 

and chat with fellow members. 
RSVP to the front desk.

Sponsored by:



GRATITUDE

Thank you to our donors    
From October 17th ~ November 15th

John and Nancy Amato  			
Anonymous Donors 			 
Barbara Arnold  				 
Frida Avidon  				  
Virginia Bailey  				 
Bonnie Barrett ° 			 
Carmel Battista  			 
Jackie and Tom Beck  			 
Nancy Beckett  				 
Joseph and Mary Bellacosa  		
Marilyn and Richard Bellagamba  	
Janet Belote  				  
Videen and Christopher Bennett  	
Michael and Barbara 
	 Boeckmann  ^		
James and Anne Marie Boehme  		
Larry Bossidy  				  
Judy Breekland  				 
Kathleen T. Brennan  			 
Irene Brooker  				  
BG and Dale Brown  			 
Donna Buhl  				  
Bob and Una Burkavage  		
Fred M. Burke and Lisbeth Kelly  	
Linda and Bob Camera  		
Rosemarie Butler and Richard 		
	 Capasse  		
Barbara Capo  ^				 
Angie Capocci  				 
Alice Carboni  				  
Kiri Cardegna  ^			 
Laurel Carey  				  
Pat Carey  				  
Gerry and Gene Carozza  		
Kathryn Ciccolo  			 
Richard Cofone  			 
Comfort Keepers  			 
Ruth Corbett  			 
Mary M. Costa  			 
Paula Curry and Robert Bojanek  	
Carol Del Grosso  			 
Laurie and Robert DelBene  		
William Dexter  			 
Corrinne DiVestea  			 
Eleanor Doll  			 
Angela and Ed D’Onofrio  		
Liz Doyle  				  
Irene and Michael Doyle  		

Judge Joe and Aileen Egan  		
Sherrie Ellis  	
Inga Engstrom  				 
Carole and Harvey Epstein  		
Ann Ericson  				  
Margaret Eustace		
Vincent Falotico  ^			 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Fedun  		
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Field  		
Lee and Brenda Finkel  	
Beulah Fisher and Dr. John K. 		
	 Fisher  		
Thomas and Laura Fry  			 
Fay Gaudet  				  
Sue and John Gillaugh  			 
Richard Gillespie  ^			 
Richard and Evelyn Godbout ° ^		
Wayne Goldman  			 
Jackie and Leonard Goldner  		
Patricia and Robert Guthrie  		
Elise and Jay Haas  			 
Irma Harkins  				  
Geoff and Bonnie Harrington  		
Gail Heaslip  				  
Joan and Peter Heinsohn  		
Hiro and Anita Hiranandani  		
Mrs. Ruth I. Holzthum  ^
Jim and Jean Horend  ^	
Dr. Donald and Nancy Moore 		
	 Hulnick  		
Margot and Paul Ingrassia  ^		
Dave and Mary Janasek  		
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Jaykus  		
Craig Johnson  ^			 
Michael and Barbara Kaplan  ^		
Linda and Steve Kazlauskas  		
John Keane				  
Gail Keene  				  
Elaine Kelemen  			 
Terry Keller  ^				  
Ann Marie and Ted Kettler  		
Deborah and Rob Kinnaird  		
Mr. and Mrs. A. Kokalari  		
Richard and Gigi Koleszar  		
Chuck Lampe  			 
Bernice Lancaster  			 
Susan and Larry Lapine  			
Diane and Dick Larson  	 

Susan Law  		
Carl and Christine Lecher  		
James and Kay Leisenring  		
Ellen Lennon  
Tom Lesko ° ^				  
Vera Leslie  				  
Loretta Lippoth  			 
Denis and Mary Ellen Loncto  		
Carole Long  ^		
Joseph Loonan and Linda 		
	 MacDonald  		
Adelia and Jeff Lubitz  			 
Lucille and Doug Macklem  		
Dolores MacNeill ° 			 
Frank and Sharon Madden  ^		
Noreen and Bill Magill  			
Patti McEvoy Maloney  			 
Marilyn Maneri  ^			 
Sal Mannuccia and Janet Gebbia 		
	 Mannuccia ° ^	
Jeanette Mannuzza  ^	
Anne T. Martin ° ^		
Patricia M. and Robert H. 		
	 Martinsen Foundation  	
John McAuliffe  			 
Joanne and Ted McCormick  		
Kathleen and Mike McDermott  	
Eileen and Tom McIntyre  	
Dorlaine McLaughlin  			 
Lorraine Meehan  			 
Marilyn Mezzo  ^	
Dyane MacDaniel and Joseph 		
	 Mikalavicius  	
Barbara and Dick Moccia  		
Chris and Ghislaine Moomaw  		
Peter E. Moritz  			
Geraldine Morrell  			 
Ann Morris  				  
Mary R. Morrisroe  ^			 
Winnie and Tony Mortimer  		
Jim and Lynn Mullen  			 
Helen Mannis and Fritz 
	 Mundorff  ^	
Deborah Murphy  	
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Marsha and George Nichols  		
Rose and Norman Nilsen  		
Joseph and Shelley O’Connor  		
Jan A. Olmer  			 
Gus Olsen  				  
John and Marnie Olson  			
John and Lindy Olszewski  		
Herb and Sandy Oringel  		
Adrienne Orlan  			 
Mr. and Mrs. William Osgood ° 	
Suzie Pandjiris  			 
Judi Pankenier  				 
Alberta and Bob Pappolla  		
Marianne Pei  ^				 
Marilyn Pellini  				 
Amelia Petre  				  
Jim Phelps ° 				  
Tina Phillips ° ^				 
Diana and Charles Pietrangelo  		
Michael E. Powers  			 
Mary Laura Pritchard ° 		
Paula Reichler  				  
Mary Reinertsen  			 
Sandra Riccio  				  
Susan and Michael Richter  		
Gayton/Robinson Family  		
Patricia Roche  				  

Kent and Margaret Rohrer  ^		
Sebastian and Phyllis Romano  		
Ellen Ross  				  
Brenda and James Rouse  		
Dorothy Ann Saia  			 
Joanne Christiano Salerno  		
Tom and Cathy Savoca  			
Elvira Schadlow  			 
James Schwartz				  
Anne and Roger Scott ° 		
Carole Weinig Segal  			 
Maggie Seligman  			 
Ben and Darla Shaw  			 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Silston  		
Sabina Slavin ° ^		
David B. Smith and Maria 
	 Victor-Smith  		
Joann L. Spence ° 			 
The Staples Family  ^			 
Peter and Carole Stathis  		
Elizabeth Stonebridge  		
Denise Sullivan  			 
Maureen  Sullivan			 
Polly and Ray Tafrate  ^			 
Andrey Teplyakov  			 
Anne Testa  			 
Joel H. Third  ^			 

Larry Thomas  			 
Peggy Thomas				  
Walter and Diane Trelewicz  		
Diane Usas  ^				  
Marilyn Van Raalte  			 
Bert and Cynthia Veilleux  		
John and Kriszta Venczel  		
Gail Wallace  			 
The Donna and John Ward 		
	 Charitable Fund  	
Wendy and William Warnecke  		
The Weaton Family  			 
Mark and Grace Weber ° ^		
Dolores Weise			 
Michael Weiss and Edie Stafford  	
Henry and Josette Williams  		
Tim and Heidi Williams  		
Gayle Gleckner and Tony Woolner  	
Mary Lou Worrall  			 
Elke Wunderlich  			 
Beth Yanity  				  
Barbara Yankowski			 
Dolores York 
 				  
^ Monthly Donor
 ° Founders Circle

Holly Astrausky
Laurie Behnke
Larry Curry
Lisa Fitzsimmons
Mary Ann Flynn
Joel Freyer
Jean Grevers
Bill Henaghan
Patricia Houseworth
Helen Hulber
Rob Kinnaird

Carole McLemore
Lenea McManus
Linda Ortiz
Mary Rauschenberg
Mary Regonini
Martha Shilstone
Jonathon Shilstone
Renee Simon
Michael Strachan
Diane Wilbur

New Members
(as of November 15)

DEAN MARTIN EVENT 
Thursday, December 14th 1:30pm

 
Enjoy a fabulous musical performance by 

Jack Lynn, a Dean Martin performer. 

Cookies and cocoa will be served!

Sponsored by:  
Elaine and John Couri



HAPPENINGS

“The event came about during Covid. I remember watching Disney’s Great Christmas Light 
Fight on ABC, seeing it and thinking it would be great to bring to our town and put Founders 
Hall in the center,” says Board Member Jenn Kubick. 

“We had no idea how it would be received but so many people and sponsors signed up. It 
just snowballed and took off so well from the start. Parents would pack their kids in the car 
in pajamas and then drive by to look at the lights. Especially during Covid people were so 
grateful for something to do. It brought such joy to people when they really needed it. People 
literally rolled down their car windows and thanked us.

Each year we decorate with a different theme and we’ve won twice, the first and third year. It’s 
a very friendly competition – we’re in our fourth year battle with the Sperry family! 
Nancy Bossidy was just a tremendous supporter and board member at Founders Hall. She 
loved this place so much. This was by far one of her favorite events and we’re really excited to 
light it up for Nancy. She and her family have been such incredible supporters of this town 
and I hope the community all joins us to honor Nancy during this year’s Light Fight.”

“It’s nice to know that folks in town have really developed a town spirit around this event,” 
adds Ron Kubik. “Parents drive around our neighborhood with their kids on Halloween and 
at the holidays. We hear parents telling kids that we’re one of the participating houses and 
they’re excited. It’s just a terrific cause for competition because the more competitive we get, 
the more money Founders Hall gets.” 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year...

Please save the dates of December 8-17th!

Visit founders-hall.org for details!

Wondering how the Light Fight started?



EVENTS

FOUNDERS FRIDAY:
NUTCRACKER SHOWCASE 

Friday, December 1st 2:00-3:30pm
 

Join us to enjoy special performances by the 
Founders Hall Singers, Ridgefield Chorale and 

Ridgefield School of Dance!

Tea and sweets will be served.
Sponsored by:

Special Programs Coming 
in December! 

No fee to attend. Registration is required for two 
programs; please see below for instructions.

December 6th at 10:00am and 1:30pm: 
Film Presentation with Bob Klaeger 

“Hercule Poirot’s Christmas”
A huge English Country House. A large 

dysfunctional family (what else?). An Evil Old Man. 
Sorry, An Evil Old Man with lots of diamonds. The 

EOM invites Hercule Poirot to spend Christmas 
at his house.  Poirot reluctantly accepts since the 
central heating in his London flat is not working. 
Oh yes, a locked door and a sealed room. Guess 

who gets killed? We have about eight suspects and 
lots of red herrings. It’s Hercule Poirot’s Christmas. 

David Suchet is on hand as our favorite Belgian. 
Registration required via Community Pass, or by 

filling out a form at the Front Desk.

December 8th at 1:00pm: 
Mrs. Washington’s Christmas Reflections 

with Antoinette Brennan
Join us as Antoinette Brennan presents this very 

special holiday program to help celebrate the season.

December 15th at 1:00pm:  
Christian and Jewish Holiday 
Traditions with Toni McKeen

In this wonderful holiday season, let’s find the 
common elements and symbols in the way the 

people of the Christian and Jewish faiths celebrate 
these important holidays.

December 21st at 10:30am and 1:00pm: 
Michael Lankester Winter Solstice 

“Something told the wild geese it was time to go.” 
Michael Lankester is offering a lovely presentation 
celebrating the Winter Solstice. Space is limited in 

person; Zoom is also available. Registration required 
via Community Pass, or by filling out a form at the 

Front Desk. 

A Legacy of Love

Justine Naphols, pictured here with friends, was 
an active member of Founders Hall where she 

enjoyed quilting, sewing and crafting. She hand-
pieced a 60x80 quilt topper prior to her passing at 
the age of 104. Justine’s grandson, Brian Cohen, 

asked Justine’s friend and fellow quilting enthusiast 
Sandra Corday to complete the quilt and donate it 
to Founders Hall. We will raffle off this incredible 

item this month, and will post more information in 
our lobby so keep your eyes peeled!

One of Justine’s most remarkable accomplishments 
was a program she started with her sewing group 

to make personal, hand-sewn pillowcases for 
the children who were patients of the Pediatric 

Transplant Center at Boston Children’s Hospital. 
By her 100th birthday, she and her friends had 

donated over 1300 pillow cases. Justine’s amazing 
spirit will always be alive at Founders Hall!



December at the Movies
Selections may change based on availability.

The Choice		  2:00pm
Travis and Gabby first meet as neighbors in a 
small coastal town and wind up in a relationship 
that is tested by life’s most defining events.    2016 
Benjamin Walker, Teresa Palmer, Alexandra Daddario	
PG-13                 		                         1hr 51mins

Carmen		  2:00pm
This Spanish dance film adaptation of the novel 
Carmen by Prosper Mérimée features music from 
the opera Carmen by Georges Bizet. It was directed 
and choreographed in the flamenco style by Carlos 
Saura and María Pagés.
1983 Antonio Gades, Laura del Sol, Paco de Lucía	
R                		                      1hr 42mins 

The Noel Diary		  2:00pm
When best-selling author Jake Turner (Justin 
Hartley) returns home at Christmas to settle his 
estranged mother’s estate, he discovers a diary that 
may hold secrets to his own past and that of Rachel 
(Barrett Doss) -- an intriguing young woman on 
a mission of her own. Together, they embark on a 
journey to confront their pasts and discover a future 
that’s totally unexpected.
2022 Justin Hartley,  Jake Turner , Barrett Doss
TV-14 		  1hr 39 mins

8
fri

Navigating the Transition  
to Senior Care?

Our Trusted Experts Are Here to Help.

We help families find the right care 
solution for their loved ones at no cost. 
As your trusted partner, we review the 
history of each care provider, generate a 
recommended list of care options based 
on your needs and resources and facilitate 
the transition process.

©2022 CarePatrol Franchise Systems, LLC. 
Each office is independently owned and operated. 
CarePatrol is an equal opportunity employer. 

Follow Us:

CarePatrol of Connecticut

CHRIS CURRAN,  
Senior Advisor 
ccurran@carepatrol.com

 o: 203-448-7414

CarePatrol.com

22
fri

15
fri

•  Personal care 

•  Companionship and housekeeping

• Meal preparation

• Medication management

•  Dementia and Alzheimer's care

• Respite care

A daily dose of joy

(203) 924-4949
Offices in Shelton, Bethel, Westport,  

Southbury, and Milford
© 2023 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network, where most offices are independently 

owned and operated. 0223

Uplifting in-home 
senior care services

Friday, December 22nd at 12:15pm 
Bring your own lunch from home and enjoy it with your 

fellow members. Sweets provided!


