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Founders Hall is a Donor-Supported Education and Recreation Center for Individuals Age 60 and Older

193 Danbury Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877 • 203.431.7000 • www.founders-hall.org • facebook: Founders Hall Ridgefield
Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

HigHligHts         
May 5  Seminar: The Coronation and 
                        Crown Jewels
May 11  Annual Meeting
May 11  Book Club: The Optimist’s Daughter
may 12   Founders Friday: Cinco de Mayo 
      sponsored by CasCades senior Living and betheL  
      heaLth Care

May 19  Seminar: Arts and Crafts of Japanese- 
                        Americans Interred During WWII
May 22  Performance: Founders 
                       Hall Singers
May 24       Gold Sale Fundraiser

May 26  Seminar: Protecting Your Finances 
May 29  Closed for Memorial Day 
May 31  Fitness Day sponsored by nuvanCe heaLth

Sponsored by

A Message from Grace:  
 
What a busy month we have in May! From 
seminars to Fitness Day and Founders Friday, we 
have something for everyone to enjoy.

We look forward to our Annual Meeting on May 
11th at 11:30am and hope you can join us for what 
is always a valuable update on the previous calendar 
year here at Founders Hall. A light lunch will be 
served following the meeting.

The weather is certainly improving and if you 
haven’t already, we hope you’ll take a moment to 
enjoy our beautiful new patio furniture thanks to 
the generous grant we received from the Anne S. 
Richardson Fund.

Please note, the building will be closed May 29th in 
observance of Memorial Day.

We hope to see you very soon!

Wednesday, May 31st  
9:00-10:45am Fitness Activities 

9:00-11:00am Information and Screening Stations  
10:30am Brunch 

11:00am-1:00pm Speakers

Sample fitness offerings, participate in live 
demonstrations, and receive health screenings during 
this fun and interactive morning, followed by healthy 

refreshments and speakers on a variety of topics.  
* Morning in-person Fitness classes will not be held.  

Sponsored by: 

HAPPENINGS

Founders Friday Fiesta

Friday, May 12th 2:00-3:30pm 
Come celebrate our neighbors to the South! Savor 

Mexican Coffee, Mexican Hot Chocolate and sweet 
bites that feature Mexican flavors, while we play 

some Loteria and Mexican Train Dominoes.  

Sponsored by: 
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DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT

Elise and George Jonisch
Kevin Julier
Irene Juthnas
Baiba Kahn
Marilyn Kain
Mary Kaletta
Michael and Barbara Kaplan
John and Nancy Katz
Gail Keene
Elaine Kelemen
Terry Keller ^
Fred M. Burke and Lisbeth Kelly
William Kenyon
Rachel Kerendian
Pete Killie
Arline and Robert Kimerling
Deborah Kinnaird
Joann Kish
Kristof Kloeckner and Sabine 
 Heym-Kloeckner
Betty Kloth
Richard and Gigi Koleszar
Ray and Joyce Koontz
Linda and Jeff Krulwich
Bernice Lancaster
Paul and Stella Langer
Judy and Joe LaPorta
Linda Laqueur ^
Bob and Linda Lavelle
Donna Lawrence
Barbara and William Lawrence
Carl and Christine Lecher
Virginia Leeman
John and Janet Leiphart
Tom Lesko °^
Joy and Jim Lewis
Nancy Libby
Patricia Ligos
Nancy Lincoln
Loretta Lippoth
Carole Long ^
Marianne Loomis
Joe and Lona Lopez
Susan and Dieter Luelsdorf
Charles A. Luisi
Bob Lussi
Sheri Lussier
Lucille and Doug Macklem
Frank and Sharon Madden ^
Helen Maggio
Ann Maher
Harry Manchester

Marilyn Maneri ^
Maggie Manna
Sal Mannuccia and Janet Gebbia   
 Mannuccia °^
Jeanette Mannuzza ^
Maria and Carmine Marallo
Anne T. Martin °^
Linda Massie °
Lou and Carolyn McAdams
Karen McChesney
Mary Pat and James McConnell
Dona McDermott
Ed and Mary Beth McGarvey
Patricia McGeary
Susan McGourthy
Thomas McInerney
Eileen and Tom McIntyre
Lorraine Meehan
Dr. Adeline Merrill
John F. Metzger
Lynn and Bob Meyer
Marilyn Mezzo ^
Marion Milrod
Peter and Jackie Minio
Donna and Joe Mokszycki
Luba Molnar
Caroline Molyneux
Jeanette Monaco
Bob and Kathy Moriarty
Peter E. Moritz
Susan and John Morrison
Mary R. Morrisroe ^
Rich and Tina Moskwa
Jim and Lynn Mullen
Helen Mannis and Fritz Mundorff ^
Marcia and Dick Nelson
Marsha and George Nichols
Fran Nielsen-Vazquez
Althea Nolan
Deborah Norley
Nancy O’Connell
Tom and Mary Ann O’Grady
Joan Ogren
Helen Dimos and Ben Oko
Nancy Ollinger
Gus Olsen
Ursula and Kenneth Olsen
Patricia Orlowski
Mr. and Mrs. William Osgood °
Carla Palmer
Suzie Pandjiris
Alberta and Bob Pappolla

Sunita Pardanani
Timi and Peter Parsons
Sheila Pearl
Marianne Pei ^
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas S. Perna
Sheila and Charles Perrin
Jim Phelps ° 
Tina Phillips °^
Ed Powers
Kathleen Preli
Marie Preneta
Mary Laura Pritchard °
Mary Ellen Raab
Martha Rajaratnam
Srivalli Rao
Barb Reidy
Maureen and Pat Reville
Ron Gross and Anne Rieschick
Jan Rifkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Leonel Rodriguez
Kent and Margaret Rohrer ^
John and Carole Rosa
Charlie and Betty Ross
Ellen Ross
Janice and Bob Rudolph
David Sachs and Linda Shackelford ^
Dorothy Ann Saia
Rita R. Samelson
Elvira Schadlow
Walter and Angela Schlichting
Christopher O’Connor and Jeffrey  
 Schneider
Judy and Jeff Schweitzer
Mary Jane Scott
Lillian Sherdal
Philip Shew
Ron and Cecilia Shirk
Bill and Marie Shockley
Steve and Myrna Shomstein
Lily Shum
Sheila Silverman
Sabina Slavin °
Elina and Donald Smith
Michael Smith and Ann Bennett   
 Smith
Peter and Christine Smith
Beatrice and John Soi
Michael and Karen Soltis
Nancy Spielmann
Dr. Alvin and Patricia Spindler
The Staples Family ^
Ali Stein

Laura Lee and Elliot Agisim
Jeffrey Altman
Patti Anesetti
Anonymous Donors
Diane Antezzo
The Ash Family
Josh and Jessica Auerbach
Frida Avidon
The Bank of America
Tom Barberi
Barbara and David Barenberg
Carol Barrett
Anita Barrios °
Jackie and Tom Beck
Vernon and Nancy Beck
Jane Leff and Randy Becker
David and Andrea Beebe
George Beisheim
Joseph and Mary Bellacosa
Marilyn and Richard Bellagamba
Videen and Christopher Bennett
Linda Berry
Dr. Judith Besserman
Debora Thornton and Raymond   
 Betti
Bitner Family
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Gwyn Blanton
Steven Blevins
Rick and Debbie Blum
Michael and Barbara Boeckmann ^
Janice Boland
R. E. Bollinger
Paula Curry and Robert Bojanek
Carol Bosch
Judy Breekland
Claire and Phillip Bronson
Eileen Brooking
Ann Buccitti
Donna Buhl
Kathleen and Paul Burleson
Jane and Jim Byrnes
Fran Caldwell °
Linda and Bob Camera
Charlotte Camillos
Barbara and Louis Campagna
Barbara Capo ^
Angie Capocci
Kiri Cardegna ^
Jenny and Kirk Carr

Georgia Carrington
George and Lillian Carroll
Karen Carroll
Donna Case
Jane and Craig Cerone
Sara Champion
Dotty Chapman
Ping and Sally Chow
Chris and Laurie Christiansen
John Chuma
Joseph P. Cleary
Sharon and Kevin Coleman
Virginia Collier
Steve Conner
Kathy and Doug Coombs
Sandy Corday
Mary M. Costa
John and Elaine Couri °
Marie Crai
The Crooker Family
Deanna Cunningham °
Pamela Cunningham
Mary Jo Dalbey
Julia D’Arcy
Jack David
Kate and Harry Dayton
Helen DeFlorio
Larry and Rosemarie Del Favero
Donna and Chris Devaney
Len Doherty
Eleanor Doll
Angela and Ed D’Onofrio
Ellen Doubraski
Alison Doucet
Joey and Nick Dragash
Michael Dran
Lloyd Droller
Penny Edwards
Mary Ellen Egan
Donna and John Egloff
Sherrie Ellis
Vincent Falotico ^
Mitchell Farber
Connie and John Fenton
Barbara and Michael Fisher
Helen and Kevin Fitzmartin
Carl and Joan Forcheski
Lorraine and Brian Forrler
Bob and Suzie Fox
Kitty Fischer and Harvey Fraser

Robert F. Fried
Thomas and Laura Fry
Liz and Paul Gafney
Carol and John Gardell
Fay Gaudet
Jean Gaumer
Karen and Ira Gerard
Joe and Pat Giacone °
Sue and John Gillaugh
Richard Gillespie ^
Carol and Ron Giustino
Charlie Glassman
Katharine Gluck °
Richard and Evelyn Godbout °^
Rela Golan
Jackie and Leonard Goldner
Joanne and Sherwin Gorenstein
Janet Granuzzo
Carol Grasso
Merrile and Norman Green
Eleanore P. Guida-Gee
Kathy and Altan Gursel
Elise and Jay Haas
Rabbi Jon and Jean Haddon °
Beth and Chuck Hancock
Dianne Hanley
Lynda Hanley
James and Roselyn Harburger
Carolyn G. Harriman
Barbara and Steve Hartman
Alice M. Hayes
Fran Head °
Hope Heller
Pam and Joe Higgins
Lynne Hills
Hiro and Anita Hiranandani
Joel and Nancy Hirsh
Karen Holseth-Broekema
Kathleen Holz
Mrs. Ruth I. Holzthum ^
Jim and Jean Horend ^
William N. Hunter Jr. ^
Diane and Tony Iannuzzi
Margot and Paul Ingrassia ^
Galina Ioselev
Arlene Ipp
Howard and Harriet Jacobs
Jeff and Linda Jaslow
Jane and Andy Jawlik
Craig Johnson ^

Thank you to our donors    From March 16th ~ April 16th
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EVENTS

Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing 
care that rises above the rest.

We are proud that Ridge Crest, the 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation 

neighborhood at Meadow Ridge, has 
been rated among the best by U.S. 
News & World Report for the third 

consecutive year.

To learn more,  
call 203 544-7733 ext. 526  
or visit MeadowRidge.com

100 Redding Road  |  Redding, CT 06896
Managed by Benchmark Senior Living 

Please save the date for 

our Gold and Silver Sale 

fundraiser on Wednesday, 

May 24th! Members and non-

members are welcome to join 

us from 10:00am-3:00pm. Appraisers from American Gold 

& Diamond Buyers will evaluate your unwanted gold and 

silver items such as jewelry, tea sets, cutlery etc. and then 

offer you a price based on current market values. If you sell, 

you will receive cash; Founders Hall will receive a portion 

of the proceeds. Please contact the front desk to reserve a 

15-minute time slot although walk-in’s are still welcome. 

Please bring valid identification.

Book discussion

The Optimist’s Daughter by Eudora Welty
May 11th at 3:00pm

We love book club! Join us for this discussion 
facilitated by staff members of Ridgefield Library.

Lester and Loretta Steinman
Ginny Stoeffel
Jack Stopkoski
James and Elma Stoveken
Christian and Linda Straley
James and Lois Street
Denise Sullivan
Margaret Sullivan
Tamia Sullivan
Janet Swift
Polly and Ray Tafrate ^
James and Elizabeth Tallon
James and Ellen Tarsi
Andrey Teplyakov
Lisa and Joe Ternullo
Anne Testa
Joel H. Third ^
Diane and Larry Thomas
Tom Thulin
Mary Tobin
Mary Toelke
Raul and Millie Torres
Rebecca Townsend
Maureen Tucker
Susan Umansky
Diane Usas ^
Bert and Cynthia Veilleux
David B. Smith and Maria 
 Victor-Smith
Alayne Vlachos °
Judith Wald
The Donna and John Ward   
 Charitable Fund
Carl and Donna Warren
Carol and Ross Weale
Bill Weber °
Mark and Grace Weber °^
Sharon Weingard
Teresa and Cahal Whelan
Donald and Elizabeth White
Lynne White
Andrea and Robert Whitton
Bev Wiggins ^
Shirley Wilken
Tim and Heidi Williams
Gina Wilson
John and Eileen Wilson
Lora Wishod
William and Nancy Wright
Doris and Bob Yates

° Founders Circle        
^ Monthly Donor

DEVELOPMENT

 Thanks to all who contributed to April’s 

Spring for Things. You’ve helped ease 

costs for day-to-day expenses such as 

coffee and office supplies. Because of 

your care and support, Founders Hall 

will bloom with great programs, classes and fellowship. 

Thank you for tending this very special garden. 

Many thanks to everyone who 
attended our Game Show Social: 

Who Wants to be a Millionaire on Friday, 
April 14th. We are grateful to our sponsor 
at Constellation Private Duty for making 
this fun event possible. Congratulations to 
our winner, Mary Tobin!

Protecting your Finances 
Seminar with Alyson Marcucio of  
Chipman Mazzucco Emerson LLC

Friday, May 26th at 1:00pm  
Join us to learn valuable tips from Alyson 
Marcucio, Attorney at Law, to avoid scams 
and senior financial exploitation as well as 

secure your future investments.

arts & craFts oF JaPanese-americans 
interred during WWii 

Seminar with Nancy Beck

Friday, May 19th at 1:00pm
During World War II nearly 120,000 

Japanese-Americans were forced to leave 
their homes on the West Coast, and were 

incarcerated in camps in the interior.  
One way to learn about their lives is 

to see objects they created during their 
imprisonment. In her presentation, Nancy 
Beck will show many of these things, from 

basic necessities such as chairs and tools 
to a beautiful basket of flowers made from 

shells, and tell stories of their creators.

the coronation and croWn JeWels 
Seminar with Toni McKeen

Friday, May 5th at 2:45pm

Join us to learn about the historic 
coronation of Charles III and his wife, 

Camilla, as king and queen of the United 
Kingdom. Gloves, pearls, hats, fascinators 

and tiaras are encouraged.

Founders hall singers

Monday, May 22nd at 1:00pm 
Join us for a very special performance led by 

Daniela Sikora of Ridgefield Chorale!

join us for a

Garden Party Fundraiser
Thursday, June 21st

3:00-5:00pm

Performance by Pamme Jones 
from Ridgefield Theater BArn

Food, drink, raffles, fun!

$50/person
Non-member guests welcome

Generously sponsored by:
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May at the Movies

American Underdog   
2:30pm
As Kurt Warner stocks shelves in a supermarket with 
his dreams all but out of reach, his wife, coaches, 
and teammates encourage him to show the world the 
champion they know him to be. Kurt perseveres and 
finds the strength to become the legendary two-time 
NFL MVP, Super Bowl MVP, and Hall of Fame 
quarterback — proving that anything is possible with 
faith, family, and determination.
2021        Zachary Levi, Anna Paquin, Dennis Quaid
PG                                             1hr 52mins

Promised Land   
2:30pm
Taking advantage of hard economic times, two 
salespeople for a natural gas company come to a 
small town to buy drilling rights from the residents. 
To their surprise, a local schoolteacher mobilizes a 
campaign aimed at blocking the company’s plans.
2012   Matt Damon, Frances McDormand, John Krasinski 
R                         1hr 46 mins

Selections may change based on availability.

19
fri

26
fri

Navigating the Transition  
to Senior Care?

Our Trusted Experts Are Here to Help.

We help families find the right care 
solution for their loved ones at no cost. 
As your trusted partner, we review the 
history of each care provider, generate a 
recommended list of care options based 
on your needs and resources and facilitate 
the transition process.

©2022 CarePatrol Franchise Systems, LLC. 
Each office is independently owned and operated. 
CarePatrol is an equal opportunity employer. 

Follow Us:

CarePatrol of Connecticut

CHRIS CURRAN,  
Senior Advisor 
ccurran@carepatrol.com

 o: 203-448-7414

CarePatrol.com

New Members

Barbara Arnold
Annie Cohen
Steven Cohen 
Howard Dickman
Lynett Dickman
Anthony DiPersia
Susan Farber
Robert Frey
Gayle Gleckler
Dave Goldenberg
Bernie Hoffman

Eeva Kirk
Albert Koehl
Maureen Koehl
Marge Okapal
Valerie Rosa
Tobie Saren
Martin Surks
Susan Tansey
Marianne Vandervoorn
Rose Viola  
Tony Woolner

(as of April 17)

•  Personal care 

•  Companionship and housekeeping

• Meal preparation

• Medication management

•  Dementia and Alzheimer's care

• Respite care

A daily dose of joy

(203) 924-4949
Offices in Shelton, Bethel, Westport,  

Southbury, and Milford
© 2023 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network, where most offices are independently 

owned and operated. 0223

Uplifting in-home 
senior care services

LET’S CONNECT!

Join our NEW 
Facebook Group!

We have created a private group for 
current members of Founders Hall. 
Only group members and admins can 
see who is in the group and what they 
post.

Founders Hall members are 
encouraged to request to join the 
group! This could be a great way to 
find fellow members with similar 
interests, such as a walking group or 
card game. It will also be a nice way 
to stay connected between trips to 
Founders Hall. 

When your request is approved, you 
will receive a notification within 
Facebook that you are now a member 
of the group and will then be able to 
post in the group as well as read other 
people’s posts and comments.

If your post does not comply with 
group guidelines below it will 
be removed by admin(s) and the 
member will be notified.

To join the group using Facebook 
on your computer:
1. Log into Facebook.
2. Look at the menu on the left side 
under the Facebook icon and click 
Groups.
3. In the search bar at the top, enter 
the name of the group you’re looking 
for: Founders Hall Members.
4. Select the group then click + Join 
Group below the cover photo.
5. In 1-2 days, check the 
Notifications icon on the top right 
side of your screen. It looks like 
a little bell and is directly to the 
left of your profile picture. (If you 
have a new notification, there will 
be a number in red directly above 
the bell icon.) When your request 
is approved, you will receive a 

notification. Click on the bell to read 
your notifications and if you have 
a notification that you have been 
granted access to our group, you can 
click on it to enter the group. 
6. You will also be able to access the 
group the same way you found it 
when you were first searching to join: 
look at the menu on the left side 
under the Facebook icon and click 
Groups, then select Founders Hall 
Members.

To join the group using the 
Facebook app on your device:
1. Tap the Facebook icon on your 
home screen to open the app.
2. Tap the three vertical lines in the 
bottom right hand corner above 
the word Menu. Tap the Groups 
tab under shortcuts. Then tap the 
magnifying glass in the top righthand 
corner.
3. In the search bar where it says 
Search groups, enter the name of the 
group you’re looking for: Founders 
Hall Members.
4. Select (tap on) the group then tap 
the blue + Join button next to the 
group name.
5. In 1-2 days, check the 
Notifications icon on the bottom 
right side of your screen. It looks like 
a little bell and is directly to the right 
of the Menu icon. (If you have a new 
notification, there will be a number 
in red directly above the bell icon.) 
When your request is approved, you 
will receive a notification. Tap on the 
bell to read your notifications and if 
you have a notification that you have 
been granted access to our group, you 
can tap on it to enter the group. 
6. You will then also be able to access 
the group the same way you found 
it when you were first searching to 
join: tap the three vertical lines in 
the bottom right hand corner above 
the word Menu. Tap the Groups 
tab under shortcuts. Then tap Your 
groups and the group name in the list 

of groups: Founders Hall Members.

Our rules are simple. It’s okay to:
1. Ask if any other members would 
like to meet up for an activity such as 
a walk or card game.
2. Post requests for service provider 
recommendations.
3. Recommend service providers, 
restaurants, etc. The presumption is 
that there is no relationship between 
poster and entity. If not an “arms-
length” recommendation, please 
disclose relationship.
4. Share community news and events 
about local non-profit groups and 
activities. 
5. Enjoy friendly, neighborly 
exchanges.
6. Share ideas and concerns.
7. Engage, exchange and have fun!

It’s not okay to:
1. Offer free services as a means to 
backdoor advertise.
2. Post classified ads such as tag sale 
items. There are several Ridgefield 
Tag Sale and For Sale groups for 
those purposes.
3. Advertise for-profit businesses.
4. Bash local businesses.
5. Post GoFundMe efforts. Please 
post these types of solicitations on 
your personal page instead.
6. Publish posts that are purely 
political in nature.
7. Publicly shame anyone.

If you have questions, please 
see Kate Fitzpatrick, our 
Communications Manager, and/
or attend our kickoff event on 
Wednesday, May 3rd at 1pm to 
walk you through the process of 
joining the group.
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Save the Date for our Social Bridge Tournament!
 

Wednesday, June 14th
10:00am-3:00pm

$8R / $10NR
Please register at the front desk for the tournament and lunch.

Join us in Welcoming our Summer Programs 

Intern, Molly Gels! 
Beginning Tuesday, May 30th, Molly will be with us 
to organize outdoor activities such as hiking, kayaking, 
birdwatching, gardening and more. She will also support 
staff with event logistics and other responsibilities as 

needed. Molly is a Ridgefield native and rising senior at Loyola University in 
Maryland. We look forward to introducing her to our members!

Don’t Forget to Join our New Facebook Group: Founders Hall Members! 
Attend our kickoff event on Wednesday, 
May 3rd at 1pm to walk you through the process of 
joining the group.


